Angioedema of the head and neck.
Angioedema is an immunological disorder characterized by the acute onset of edema in a localized area of skin or mucosa. There are many different causes of angioedema, including hereditary, allergic, and idiopathic. Head and neck involvement is frequent and may cause potentially life-threatening airway compromise. Early diagnosis and appropriate management are thus critical. The pathophysiology, clinical presentation, and management of this disorder are discussed.